starting at the White Sea, runs south. It parallels, at a
distance, the Finnish border, and then branches out like an
inverted T. It is not a legitimate objective for Finland in
a defensive war with Russia. But its capture or destruction
is an extremely important objective for Germany. And for
the United States and England it is a vital supply route,
one of the most strategic railroads on the continent.
The British attitude was shaping around into declaring
war. On September 12, in fact, the British sent the Finns
a message : "... if the Finnish Government should per-
sist in invading purely Russian territory, a situation will
arise in which Britain will be forced to treat Finland as an
open enemy, not only while the war lasts, but also when
peace comes to be made.55
The Finnish Government replied to London on October
6. Nothing was settled. On October 27 and 30 the United
States delivered two notes to the Finnish Government,
demanding a retreat to the 1939 borders.
I was in Helsinki when each of the notes arrived. The
Finnish Government showed them to me. They were badly
misunderstood in Helsinki. The second note, and a separate
telegram from Mr. Hull, was regarded as an ultimatum,
which it was not at all. But the Finns felt the United States
should know they could not go back to the indefensible
1939 border, and felt that other matters contained in the
stipulations indicated we did not trust their will for indepen-
dence as much as we should.
Actually, the notes represented the only policy possible
for America to adopt if we were to have a united front
with Great Britain. And surely, if Finland could not for
military reasons disclose where her troops would stop, she
could at least guarantee that she was not proceeding to the
Murmansk Railroad.
When asked, I would have been no citizen of my country
or friend of Finland if I had not told the President that, if
Finland would not or could not disclose the limits of her
advance, she must then expect anxiety from the United
States over her refusal. Further, this advance was now
clearly threatening the vital interest of America's own war
plans.
As Finland fpught Russia and we aided Russia, our in-